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ERCRS is a ministry of the Christian Brothers that provides free learning support, tuition and a range of recreational
services to students of a disadvantaged or refugee background in the Brimbank area of Melbourne.
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Learning Programs

Directords wupdat e
by Br. Frank Perkins

As 2015 comes to a close, ERCRS, like many organisations with
a similar ethos, focuses time and energy in reviewing the way
we operate, updating and fine -tuning our procedures and pro-
tocols.

It can sometimes be challenging to make these things a priority
in the midst of the activity and busy -ness which surrounds the
day-to-day learning support sessions. However, if the basic
building blocks and foundations are well cared for, the struc-
ture will develop along safe and reliable lines.

Our goal at ERCRS is to provide quality learning support and
mentoring for young people, who for one reason or another
have had a disrupted educational journey and who require a
little extra help to enable them to develop their talents and
skills.

We are only able to move towards this goal because of the won-
derful support we receive from our generous volunteers. These
dedicated people (a mixture of adults and senior secondary stu-
dents) are able to bring out the best in the young people they
support by being a welcoming presence and by forming respect-
ful, caring and encouraging relationships with the students
they tutor. Many of the volunteers acknowledge that it is very
much an experience of mutual learning and understanding
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Family Camp
By Frank Perkins

During the second week of the September

* school holidays, the Spring Family Camp run
< by Edmund Rice Camps (ERC) in association
with Edmund Rice Community & Refugee
Services (ERCRS), was held at Amberley.
This yeards Family Camp
aimed at supporting the families from the
Burmese community in Sunshine, who have
arrived in Australia during the last three or
four years, and whose children are members
of the Homework Club operated by ERCRS
at the Sunshine Harvester Primary School.
Some thirty participants (with an age range
of 18 months to mid 40s) gathered at the
Sunshine Harvester Primary School on Mon-
day 28th September, to be met by the ER
Camp volunteers, who proceeded to introduce the families to a week of activity, fun, relaxation and enjoy-
ment. As usual the camp was a wonderful opportunity for these families to spend a week experiencing a dif-
ferent environment to normal, and this included sampling new foods, participating in sporting and physical
activities that they had not tried before, and entertaining one another in song.
Our thanks as usual go to the energetic volunteers from Edmund Rice Camps who made the experience so
memorable for the families, and to the John Wallis Foundation (a branch of the Missionary Sisters of Ser-
vice), that provided a grant to help fund the camp.
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End of year activity days (St. Albans and Sunshine)
By Elizabeth Diacos
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The last day of Homework Club at the Errington

Centre was a hot afternoon with ice blocks,

chunks of chilled, juicy watermelon, pizzas and

lots of fun and games. We were joined by some

friends from Edmund Rice Camps and peer

tutors from St Bernard?©o and St Columbads, who
helped run activities for the students including

soccer, temporary tattoos and fingernail

painting. We were treated to a magic

performance and face painting.

At the end of the event, the graduating Grade 6
students were given an Education pack kindly
donated by the Brotherhood of St Laurence. The
packs contained stationery, a USB stick and
other requisites that will help them to be well
prepared for their Secondary schooling.

Sunshine Harvester Primary School s party was held i
with contact juggling, balloon twisting and a twirling Toroflux, and 1.5 hours of non -stop face-painting by
volunteers Katerina and Meg.

Food kept on appearing with party pies, sausage rolls and hundreds of cupcakes and fairy bread. Adult
tutors, peer tutors from Mount St Josephodés Girls Col
some ER Camp volunteers, came along to join in the fun and we were joined by the school after  -hours care
students. We said goodbye to the Grade 6 students and everyone went home on a sugary high.
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