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Background and Values

Edmund Rice Community & Refugee Services (ERCRS) was established in 2002 and
operates in the Brimbank City area, in the western suburbs of Melbourne. ERCRS
is a not-for-profit community charitable organisation, incorporated into Edmund
Rice Services Ltd. Its mission is to provide free educational learning support and
opportunities for social and recreation al participation to students from a refugee  or
disadvantaged background. Students from such backgrounds have often had a
dislocated or interrupted educational experience in their early years, and so require
extra tuition or study support to enable them to  develop their academic potential,
and to have access to further education and employment opportunities.

o0Conscious of our own brokenness, we wal k wi
made vul ner abl e Chosfian Brotliers eCceardia Province: Stra tegic
Directions 2014

Edmund Rice Community & Refugee Services (ERCRS) draws its inspiration from
the life and vision of Edmund Rice (1762 o 1844), an Irish businessman who
responded to the needs of the disadvantaged young people he encountered on the
edges of his society. Edmund believed that every young person deserved an
opportunity to receive a quality education, and thereby to have choices in life that
would allow them to achieve independence, freedom and increased self -esteem. His
was a life charac terised by the values of presence, compassion and liberation.

Edmund Rice Community & Refugee Services believes in upholding the following
values which are affirmed in various religious traditions around the world:
- 60Human Di al peopleydéserve re spect and acceptance because we are
human and loved by a creator God, irrespective of race, culture or religion

- 60ption for the Pooro it is a commit mer
particular care for the people who are most disadvantaged
- 6Solidaditiire Common Goodd: we have a res|

together, which will benefit all people.
- 6Who i s my nalihgnanity espe@idly those seeking safety and
protection, are now revealed to be our brothers and sisters.

Among the principal goals of our organisation is a focus on improving the self -
confidence, dignity and resilience of these young people as they negotiate their way
through primary and secondary schooling. The services offered are mostly focused
on educational / le arning support, helping to build the capacity of the young people
who come our way, and enabling them to grow as self -assured young citizens of
Austr alia. The afterschool learning Support and Tutoring sessions are held during
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the regular school term times and an emphasis is placed on obtaining 1:1 support of
each student with a volunteer tutor.  The volunteer tutors come from a range of
experience and backgrounds, and include:

)] Secondary School students (Years 10 o 12) from a cohort of secondary
colleges which have linked in with ERCRS as partners in this project.
These secondary students tutor the primary school children who attend
the learning support sessions each week.

i) University students and other young adults who have knowledge to share,
and who are available to tutor either primary school or secondary school
students.

i) Older adults from the wider community, including present and retired
teachers. The specialised knowledge and experience of these tutors is
greatly appreciated by the young people seeki ng educational support.

ERCRS is deeply grateful for the generosity and commitment demonstrated by the
wonderful band of volunteers who have supported the mission of ERCRS during
2015. These volunteers bring with them, many skills, experiences and energ vy
which help inform and guide the young people with whom they work. These valued
skills not only include the more easily recognised talents such as ability in
specialised school subjects, ability in sports etc. but also aspects such as ability to
engage and communicate well, show patience, have a sense of humour, be able to
give positive affirmation etc. As a result of their engagement with a variety of young
people, many of the volunteers find that they also experience a life  -enriching growth
in aspects such as understanding of others, empathy and a wider world vision.

St Albans Homework club
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Board Chair Annual Report 261

Edmund Rice Community and Refugee Services continued to
operate with strength and vitality during 2015, performing in

line with t he Boardds expectations.
present, provide quality services and advocate for the vulnerable
and marginalised in the community.

Operationally it continued in its service to deliver excellent
learning programmes, also making forays into new areas of
service provision, casting an even wider net of support in the
local community. All financial deliverables were met.

Dr. Denise Goodwin

The ERCRS Board met on eight occasions
processeshave remained consistent and profe ssional, providing vision and planning
on matters that have impacted on the organisation. Sub  -committees including policy,
grants and finance have met between Board meetings to assist in planning and
actioning of initiatives. Matters of significance to the Board in 2015 included: -

The Ministry accreditation process
Temporary relocation of Homework Club venue
Funding and grant application procedures

The Young Mends Mentoring Program

= =2 =/ = =2

Piloting of Kidds Club and Pl aygroup

Board members were suppo rted in their preparation for Ministry accreditation.
From the Oceania Province of the Christian Brothers, guidance was given through
Mission Directorate documents outlining Province mission, mission accreditation
and collaboration. ERCRS is thankful toth e Oceania Province, the Province Mission
Directorate and Br Shane Wood for their support of the Board in their preparation

of ministry review.

In 2015 Brimbank City Council commenced the redevelopment of the Errington
Centre. The Homework Club delivering  sessions at the Errington Centre on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday, had to be vacated and relocated into portables by early
June 2015. A review of risk management was undertaken and a rollout of renewed
procedures executed for the temporary accommodation of tutors and students in
ERCRS programs.
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With ERCRS now having DGR status, the grants committee consisting of Dona
Cayetana, Biong Biong and myself worked on developing sources of funding. Several
important grants were secured. Of note, a successful applica tion was gained, and a
grant of over $20,000 was received from the Victorian Multicultural Commission.
This success was a source of assurance for the Board as we were new to the area of
raising funds. We worked on the development of procedures for applying  for funds,
which should greatly assist ERCRS sustainability. In highlighting our initial
success in fundraising, the Board is ever mindful of the generous financial support
given to ERCRS by the Edmund Rice Foundation.

We strategically increased our se rvices, focussing on disengaged youth in the
community and seeking to involve preschool children in two age groupings in
various activities. We rolled out the Young
the Kidds Club and Pl aygr outpengble gogthtabasome Our r
connected to others in the wider community through sporting activity and

networking with possible mentors. We also sought to assist mothers with young

children to socialise and play at a convenient venue, while older children atte nded

the Homework Club. Collaborations with, and support was gained through Edmund

Rice Camps Victoria, VicSEG and Edmund Rice Community Partnerships. In its

deliberations, the Board considered the needs of the community, and the capabilities

of ERCRS to successfully provide service a nd involvement in these areas.
Compliance with Oceania Child Protection policy and adherence to risk assessment

protocols were met.

| am thankful to the Board for their commitment and active participation in the
governance of ERCRS, and for their expertise in delivering sound professional
advice and support to this ministry. In 2015 we sadly farewelled retiring member
Moses Lado. He has served the Board well in various capacities offering  a wealth of
skill and knowledge. We welcomed Deacon George Piech Meat whose pastoral
presence and influence in the Sudanese community in well known. His offer of
service on Board is gratefully appreciated.

Finally, engagement in ERCRS programs offers volunteer tutors and students the
opportu nity to experience transformational learning for both the volunteers and
students. This is highlighted in their continued support and willingness to
participate, and evidenced in comments written in their tutor journals. Reflecting
on tutor engagement, ind ividuals have remarked that their experiences have been
personally rewarding, and note how they have gained a new level of cultural
awareness in their formation of unique bonds with students.
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Through their commitment and building of relationships, tutors h ave also
commented that their experiences in the homework club were intimately
challenging, a great experience, enjoyable, positive and fun. Reflections such as
these are heartening for the soul of ERCRS, as they attest some surety that the
Province values of Presence, Compassion and Liberation are becoming a visible
expression within our ministry.

Dr Denise Goodwin

o

St Albans Homework Club
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Edmund Rice Community & Refugee Services was formed in the Brimbank City
area of Melbourne some fourteen years ago as a response to the observ ation made
by various agencies; that young people of a refugee background required extra
support and guidance in their academic school st udies in
order to remain engaged in education. ERCRS has
evolved to a point where it now provides a range of
activities to enhance the development of young people
from a variety of backgrounds, not only in their academic
studies, but in what might be de scribed as wider life skills.

It is to the benefit of all in our community that recently
arrived migrants to Australia, particularly those who
have come from unsafe situations, are given support and
, guidance as they endeavour to establish path ways to a
Br. Frank Perkins more secure future. For young people engaged in the
education journey, it is important to provide them with the
best possible opportunities to ma ximise their life endeavours. A major factor that
supports the improved learning of the students accessing our  programs is the
establishing of a safe, trusting, posi tive relationship betwe en the student and the
tutor.

Throughout 2015 ERCRS continued to provide well -established induction programs
for the volunteer tutors and this included mandatory Child Protection training.
There was also the opportunity to particip ate in a tutor training workshop organised
by CMY, as well as a one day 1 st Aid training course prov ided by Australian Red
Cross. An assessed three-hour training course on Child Protection protocols is
compulsory for all new staff and adult volunteers work ing with ERCRS. During
2015 some forty people successfully completed this training. Our continued
appreciation goes to Dr. Pauline Meemeduma for the design, production and
presentation of this program, and for the support of the Oceania Province of the
Christian Brothers for the financi  al backing of this training. We continue to be very
appreciative of the generous support of our volunteer tutors who commit themselves

to supporting th e students in their learning. By their commitment and patience,
their chee rfulness and their willingness to build positive relationships, these
volunteers are wonderful role models for the young people of a CALD/refugee
background who are striving to improve their abilities in literacy and numeracy.
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ERCRS also partnered with a variety of organisations in order to provide quality
programs that allowed the young people, both primary and secondary students, as
well as their families, to benefit from the specialised skills and resources that these
organisations are willing and able to provide. We are espedally grateful to the
following :

1 Edmund Rice Foundation of Australia (ERFA)
Edmund Rice Camps Victoria (ERC Vic)
Centre for Multicultural Youth (CMY)
Brimbank Youth Services (BYS)
Good Shepherd Youth & Family Services (GSYFS)
Victorian Cooperative on Childrends Servi
Brotherhood of St. Laurence
Edmund Rice Centre, Amberley
Life Saving Victoria (LSV)
Second Bite

= =4 -4 4 4 4 4 45 2

Throughout 2015, ERCRS continued to strengthen and refine the programs it
offered to the young people who accessed our services. The free Learning Support
and Tutoring programs continued to be the main ways in which continued
engagement in education for these young people was promoted. However, in July,
after a period of research and con sultation, a separate mentoring program f  or boys
was also established. This program aimed particularly at supporting boys around
the Years 8 & 9 level (ages 13-15), who were experiencing difficulties with t he
general school experience. A more detailed desc ription of this mentoring program is

to be found later in this Annual Report.

Also, following feedback from several parents of students enrolled in the primary
students learning support sessions at the Errington Centre, St. Albans, two new
programs,aChi | drends Pl aygroup and a Kidsdé Club,
during school term four in 2015. Once again a more specific description of these
projects will be given later in the report.

The major thrust of our ERCRS endeavours continues to be tha t of providing
learning support for young people from a refugee or disadvantaged background,
whose educational journeys have been disrupted through no fault of their own. By

a patient, encouraging and committed approach, the tutor often finds that the
student receiving support begins to blossom in confidence towards his or her
learning, thereby lessening barriers to further educational development. Fu rther
growth and self -assurance comes with building a well -rounded educational
environment, and exposure to other learning experiences outside of the classroom.
Again ERCRS is indebted to its partner organisations, and to a cohort of generous
volunteers in ensuring that these extra opportunities are available to the young
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people in our programs. Experiences such as Edmund Rice residential camps, water
confidence and swimming lessons with Life Saving Victoria, or excursions to the
museum or to the zoo, not only broaden horizons and create opportunities for
building self -esteem, but are also capable of deliveri ng important life skills.

Throughout 2015, ERCRS continued to receive wonderful support and
encouragement from the Oceania Province of the Christian Brothers, and from the
Province Mission Directorate. Oceania Province, in conjunction with the Edmund
Rice Foundation, continues to be the major funding agency for ERCRS, as well as
allowing us access to highly qualified staff who provide essential logistical support
in governance, financial and policy matters.

My special thanks again goes to the professional , committed and generous members
of the ERCRS staff and board. Your ability to give wholeheartedly and skilfully to

build a service that can dedicate itself to those in need, is truly valued.

Frank Perkins cfc

Sunshine Harvester Group on Family Caisnaberley
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Tributes
Tribute to Elizabeth Diacos

Elizabeth Diacos joined the ERCRS staff in July 2014 as the Program Coordinator

of the Sunshine Harvester School project, and continued in thi s role until December
2015. This project was for Edmund Rice Com munity & Refugee Services to establish
and operate an after -school Homework Club / Learning Support
Program for a group of children at Sunshine Harvester Primary
School (SHPS), who had recently arrived into Australia.

This project, a collaborative partners hip between SHPS and
ERCRS, actually began in mid -2013, but due to pressure on the
availability of ERCRS staff, could operate  only one afternoon per
week. More students at SHPS were seeking help, so with the
generous backing of Centre for Multicultural You th (CMY) and
Australian Communities Foundation (ACF), Edmund Rice Services was able to
engage Elizabeth as a Program Coordinator for this project. Elizabeth had been
working at Mill Park Heights Primary School as a teacher specializing in Art,
English and Drama.

Elizabeth brought to ERCRS her experience as a creative teacher, with a flair for
engaging young students in learning that was interesting and enjoyable. Under
Eli zabethds guidance, 60 students from SHPS
Club and were able to attend the one and a half hour pro gram that operated each
week. Two sessions per week were held, with 30 students at each session. As
Coordinator, Elizabeth linked in with the volunteer tutors who are so much an
essential part of the ERCRS pro gram. These volunteers were a mixture of adults
and secondary school students from five colleges that encouraged their students to
become involved in a social service outreach. Elizabeth was instrumental in
introducing this volunteering opportunity to Br ~ aybrook College, a secondary school
within walking distance of SHPS. The support from the volunteers at Braybrook
College, and from the four other Colleges supporting us, was greatly appreciated
and allowed Elizabeth to provide 1:1 support of tutors to ¢ hildren.

Eli zabethodés creative organizational skills w
during her time with ERCRS:

1 production of workbooks for the children, that helped the tutors give focus to
their support

1 an enjoyable excursion to Overnewton Ang lican Community College, for the
children in the term 3 school holidays

1 a well-produced end of year celebration day for the children, which included
games, face painting, a magic show and tempting things to eat
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1 she was involved in organising a very successful dinner to thank all the ERCRS
adult volunteers

In her 18 months working with ERCRS, Elizabeth contributed significantly to the
educational focus of the learning support program at SHPS.

We wish her every success in her further ventures.

Programs 2015

Learning Support Programs

In the traditions of ERCRS and the spirit of Edmund Rice, ERCRS had continued
to improve the lives of, and opportunities for, children and young people of a
disadvantaged background by supporting them in their education and providing
them with access to free learning support along with a range of socia | activities
throughout 2015.

Education support remained our key aim in delivering quality and lasting support.
With that in mind, ERCRS continued to partner with schools and i ndividual s who
volunteers as tutors to provide a vital one -on-one learning support to young people
who need it.

In summary , ERCRS operated the following programs throughout 2015:

1 A Homework Club for primary s tudents which took place each Monday &
Wednesday of school term from 3:30 -5:00pm atthe Errington Community Centre
St Albans.

1 A Tutoring Program for secondary and tertiary students which took place each
Tuesday from 3:30-5:30pm at the Errington Centre, St Albans and every
Saturday morning from 10:30am-12:30pm at the Catholic Regional College
Library, St Albans during school term.

1 A Homework Club for Sunshine Harvester Primary School students which took
place each Wednesday and Thursday afternoon from 3:00 -5:00pm at Sunshine
Harvester Primary School, Sunshine during school term.

T A Young Mends Mentoring program (Brighter
students, took place everyone Thursday 3:30 85:30pm at Errington Community
centre, St Albans from June 2015.

1 Kids Club and Playgroup, for children who are too young for our homework
program, took place in term 4 2015 as a pilot from and ran every Monday from
3:30-5:00pm.

1 A recreational program for all students involved in the above prog rams. This
includes excursions, camps and events throughout the year.
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Homework Club for Primary Students

Throughout 2015 ERCRS continued to operate four Homework Club (learning
support) sessions each week:

- two sessions per week (Mondays and Wednesdays) at the Errington Centre in
St. Albans

- two sessions per week (Wednesdays and Thursdays) at the Sunshine Harvester
Primary School in Sunshine

The sessions at the Errington Centre are for primary school students enrolled in
Grades 3-6 at various schools around the St. Albans area, who need extra learning
support, particularly i n literacy. As a result of the popularity of these sessions,
families were asked to choose just one session per week for their children to attend.
The average attendance at each session during the year was 30 students.

The sessions at Sunshine Harveste r School were specifically aimed at helping to
improve the literacy skills of students who attended the school, and who were recent
arrivals, most often from a non -English speaking refugee background. The
numbers of students attending each session was ca pped at 30. The extra learning
support offered to the students in the Homework Club has a goal of assisting the
students to develop the literacy skills , and so be active and engaged participants in
their regular mainstream classes.

Sunshine Harvestd’rogram St Albans Homework Club
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Tutoring Sessions for Secondary Students

Two free tutoring sessions were held each week during the regular school terms for
secondary students who wished to receive support in their school subjects. The
sessions offered were:

1 Tuesdays after school for two hours at the Errington Community Centre in St.
Albans

1 Saturday mornings for two hours in the school library at Catholic Regional
College, St. Albans

Most of the stu dents who register for these sessions attend the local secondary
schools in the St. Albans area, but others travel from further afield to make use of
the opportunity to study 1:1 with a tutor. We are truly blessed to have a strong
cohort of talented adul t volunteer tutors who attend the sessions regularly, and
whose passion and love of learning communicates itself to the students.

Our heartfelt thanks goes to Ms. Christine Utri, Principal of CRC St. Albans, and
her staff, for generously allowing ERCRS to use their College library each Saturday
morning for the tutoring sessions.

Magic show at the end of the term
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SunshineHarvester School Learning Support Program

Background of Sunshine Harvester

An outside of school hours learning support program was estab  lished in Term 3 2013
as a partnership between the school and Edmund Rice C ommunity and Refugee
Service, this catered specifically for the learning needs of newly arrived students
from a refugee background who are in the most need of education support. The
program was designed and i mpl e-oréimatoreRuring y
2ach session students complete a numeracy activity, a literacy activity and play a
board or card game to practice their oral language skills.

In Term 2 2014 the program was su pported with funding through the Refugee
Education Support Program (Department of Education via CMY), which enabled it
to run over two afternoons per week.

The program has continually achieved set outcomes and has consistently high
attendance 0 approximat ely 30 students attend each session each week. It is well
supported by the school and at least one volunteer teacher from school is rostered to
attend session each week.

The partnership with Edmund Rice  Services enables a large number of tutors to
attend each session so students can receive either individual or small group support.

It has also opened up opportunities for students to participate in additional activities
such as swimming lessons and camps during the school holidays, which are either
funded by or organised through ERCRS partner agencies.

Elizabeth Diacos continued through 2015 as the ERCRS coordinator of the Sunshine
Harvester School learning support program. Elizabeth liaised with Chris Durbridge,

the EAL coordinator at the school, to plan the sessions that occurred after school
each Wednesday and Thursday. While the overall success of the program can be
difficult to judge in the short term, several factors point towards real progress being
achieved. These include:

1 consistently strong numbe rs of students attending the sessions

1 the continuing committed support from the volunteer tutors, which included
several secondary colleges which bring their students as volunteers

1 Feedback from Sunshine Harvester School that the program is having a positi  ve
effect on literacy levels and the self -confidence of the children.

ERCRS is grateful for the continued support of the Centr e for Multicultural Youth
(CMY) in the operation of this program.
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Play Group and Kids Club

Following feedback from several pare nts of students enrolled in the primary

students learning support sessions at the Errington Centre, St. Albans, two new
programs, a Childrendéds Playgroup and a Kidsbod
during school term four in 2015.

Playgroup

This pilot program was run in partnership with Edmund Rice  Community
Partnerships and VICSEG, and was facilitated b y a professional worker from
VICSEG . Although the main a im of the program was to engage parents of
Homework Club children with their preschool sibl ings in a learning and fun
environment, the program was also aimed to reduce the issue of parent s having to
wait in their cars with preschool children until their  older siblings had finished a t
Homework club. The program ran each Wednesday from 3:30 & 5:00pm at Errington
Community Centre in St. Albans. This program struggled to meet its objectives and
for that plus lack of funding it was not going to run in 2016

Kids Clubs

Kids Club was a pilot program in partnership with Edmund Rice Camps Victoria.

The program was aimed at engaging school children who are too young to be in
homework club , through fun learning activities . It was staffed by one Edmund Rice
Camp staff member and several volunteers. The program ran each Wednesday from
3:30 0 5:00pm at Erringto n Community Centre in St. Albans.  Average of about 14
children attended the program each week.

28aQ aSyid2NAy3 tNRINIY
Mid 2015 , following consultation with local schools and other local agencies, ERCRS
| aunched a young mends meghoerngomopogowmBowghk,|
Fortherestof 2015t he Br i ght er T o mo rcordine dBomoperaie aGa o u p
partnership between Edmund Rice Community & Refugee Services, the Edmund
Rice Community Partnerships, Catholic Regional College St. Albans and othe  rlocal
schools.

The Program aim ed to provide young people a group platform in which they are able
to experience success and build self -esteem. This is believed to help increase their
ability to positively engage with the education system as well as the w  ider social
community.
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The Group targets young men in Year 8 who come from English as a Second
Language background, are disadvantaged or are at-risk of becoming disengaged
from the education system.

The Group initially rana 4 -week pilot based around so ccer clinics in order to attract
participants, meeting every Thursday night at Errington Community Centre from

3:30 to 5:30pm. Each session consisted of a soccerbased activity and an additional
activity based around team, confidence and aptitude building. The young men
involved are encouraged to suggest additional activities they are interested in.

The participants are recommended in consultation with teachers from  a number of
local partnered high schools. Some students were selected from existing attend ees
of the Edmund Rice Tutoring Centre. Approximately 20 participants are  selected for
duration of 6 months.

The program engaged some inspirational speakers including Mick Malt  house to
address the boys. Excursions and other team -building events such as mountain
biking and involve ment in the Victoria n State Futsal competition in Ballarat, were
also part of this program.

- v
Brighter tomorrow boys at State Futs&ompetition
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Social and Recreational Programs

The social and recreational programs offered by ERCRS aim to support a holistic
approach to learning and relationship building that can help build self -confidence
and resilience in the young people who access these opportunities.

Camps:

In Partnership with Edmund Rice Camps Victoria, ERCRS was able to o ffer two
camp opportunities during 2015 for students and families who are connected with
ERCRS.

Easter Kids Camps

During the Easter School holiday break between 18th and 21st April, ERCRS sent

21 children on a camp run by Edmund Rice Camps Victoria. All the children who
attended the camp were from the St. Albans sessions with many  being from Year
Six, since it was their last year at Homework Club.

These camps are very important for children from our services who have few
opportunities to engage in fun activities during school holiday times.

After each camp, the results are visible to many of us who work with the children at
Homework Centre. Children give their own account of their experience on the camp
like the following:

ol had a gr e atCantpieader. She wab vemy kind, funny, loved singing
and never yelled, because she isa loving and is always looking out for everyone. |
enjoyed the whole camp because | learnt new songs and chants. | enjoyed playing the
cup song in the talent show witha | | my friendso.

Many children improved in their self -esteem and self-confidence. Our thanks goes
to the Edmund Rice Camps team for providing great activities and to the capable
young leaders who mentored the children through each activity. ERCRS is very
grateful to the Edmund Rice Foundation for providing funds needed to sponsor our
children on this camp.

Family Camp:

During the second week of the September school holidays, the Spring Family Camp
run by Edmund Rice Camps (ERC) in association with Edmund R ice Community &
Refugee Services (ERCRS), was held at Amberley, Lower Plenty.

The 2015 Family Camp was especially aimed at supporting the families from the
Burmese community in Sunshine, who have arrived in Australia during the last
three or four years, a nd whose children are members of the Homework Club
operated by ERCRS at the Sunshine Harvester Primary School.
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Some thirty participants (with an age range of 18 months to mid -40s) gathered at
the Sunshine Harvester Primary School on Monday 28th September,  to be met by
the ER Camp volunteers, who proceeded to introduce the families to a week of
activity, f un, relaxation and enjoyment. T he camp was a wonderful opportunity for
these families to spend a week experiencing a different environment to normal, and
this included sampling new foods, participating in sporting and physical activities

that they had not tried before, and entertaining one another in song.

Our thanks as usual go to the energetic volunteers from Edmund Rice Camps who
made the experience so memorable for the families, and to the John Wallis
Foundation (a branch of the Missionary Sisters of Service), that provided a grant to
help fund the camp.

Holiday House

September 2015, generous couple (Margaret and Warwick Yarnton ) contacted us to
offer their place to any of ERCRS family from refugee background who would want

to spent holiday in a small country town. Margaret and Warwick live on one acre at
the edge of Mirboo North and have three spare bedrooms which could easily
accommodate a family. The y offered to look after them and provided meals,
transport and activities including a day trip to local tourist attracts. Through many
emails and phone calls ERCRS managed to reach an agreement with the couple, by
accepting to nominate a family whenever th e couple are happy to host a family.

During January school holiday 2015, Margaret and Warwick invited an African
family of refugee background to stay at their place for a few days. January 7th 2016,
Br Terry Giles generously drove the family to Mirboo No  rth.

Br Terry observed that the host family was most welcoming, gracious and hospitable.
Mrs Mary Dar, her two daughters and a grandson  responded gratefully , and a close
bond was soon established.

Margaret and Warwick drove the Mary Dar family back to t heir home in Jacana
after three wonderful days. ERCRS is thankful and grateful to Margaret and
Warwick for their generosity.

Excursions:

During 2015 Edmund Rice Community &  Refugee Services ran a number of
excursions for children who are involved in various programs, this provided
recreational and educational experiences beyond normal programs . Some of these
programs include:
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Swimming lessons in association with Life Saving Victoria

During the term one school holidays ERCRS in partnership with Life Saving
Victoria (LSV), once again ran swimming lessons for the children and families from
the St. Albans program.

As in previous opportunities the children were provided wit h one week of free
lessonsthat trained them in swimming skills, and how to be safe aro und water. This
is becoming a regular partnership between Life  Saving Victoria and ERCRS, and
many children have received training in these important life skills. Many of them
can now swim more confidently and are aware of water safety.

Mountain Bike Excgion

On Saturday 21st November, 14 young men ventured into the bush land of Plenty
Gorge (Greensborough) for a day of Mountain Bike riding. The  young men were from
the ERCRS Brighter Tomorrow Boys 0 Mentoring Group. The boys showed
tremendous amounts of vig our in their riding, perseverance with the difficult steep
hills and care for each other by yelling outtotheirgrou p o man downd |

Mountain Bike riding was a new activity for all the young men. They loved the
adventure, they soaked up the s kills they were being taught and they embraced the
opportunity to be surrounded by nothing but bush land. A small few were lucky
enough to ride within 20 meters of a pack of kangaroos 9 they got a real sense of
connection to our local wilderness.

There is no doubt that this brilliant day showcased many symbols of strength and
skills that these young men have.  Quite fairly the young men finished the activity
full of confidence, appreciative of experiencing something different and ha  ving
further developed th e mateship within the group.

Thanks to all volunteers that supported the activity and to Mark Monahan and
Andrew Lansdell for helping instruct the activity.

Visit to OvernewtonAnglicanCommunityCollege

Thursday Nov ember 19t a group of children from the Sunshine Harvester
program visited Overnewton Anglican College in Keilor, to participant in sporting
activities as a response to an invitation e xtended to ERCRS by Overnewton College
students and staff.

Elizabeth Diacos plus a number of volunteers accomp anied over 20 students to
Overnewton in a bus provided by the College. The children participated in  a soccer
match wit h some of the middle school students, and followed by a catchup with their
tutors at afternoon tea. It was a successful and enjoyable day.
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AFL Game Excursion At Etihad Stadium

Sunday 9t August, 2015, members of Brighter Tomorrow Boys Group were invited
by AFL officials to be part of the Multicultural round of the AFL. The boys were
given free tickets to enjoy a footy game at Etihad Stad ium as part of this round.
Although many of the boys are still gaining knowledge of AFL football they ended
up enjoying the game .

Victoria Futsal Title at Ballarat

Sunday 25th October, the ERCRS Brighter
in Ballarat co mpeting in the Victoria State Futsal (indoor soccer) titles. 15 boys and
4 adult mentors grouped into two Futsal teams and each team played at least eight
games that day . And by the end of the day, as a result of their very positive
performances, they wer e invited to participant in the National compe tition which
was to take place in Sydney during January 2016. Unf ortunately
participate at the National due to short notice and lack of funding. However, they
main objective of exposing the group to such competition was to build on their team
work, confidence and relationship among the boys; this objectives were notably
achieved.

Home Club St Albans
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Kids Play Club

Mick Malthouse visit Brighter Tomorrow Boys Group
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